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Hyperbaric oxygen and wound healing.
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Problem wounds, which fail to respond to traditional medical and
surgical therapy, can be challenging to the plastic surgeon. Surgical,
outpatient, and inpatient wound care costs can be exorbitant. Indirect
costs, such as those related to patient productivity, disability, and
premature death, can also be significant. The underlying problem in
failure of a wound to heal is usually hypoxia and infection. HBO
treatments in selected patients can facilitate healing by increasing
tissue oxygen tension, thus providing the wound with a more favorable
environment for repair. Therefore, HBO therapy can be an important
component to any comprehensive wound care program.
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